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synopsis
The Kennedy Administration, the golden days 
of our American “Camelot”, is one of the most 
written about and popular periods of American 
history. But there is one profound and moving 
story still waiting to be told.

JFK: A President Betrayed uncovers new evidence 
that reveals how President John F. Kennedy boldly 
reversed deeply entrenched pro-war government 
policy to embark on secret back-channel peace 
efforts with Russian President Nikita Khrushchev, 
Cuban dictator Fidel Castro and other “enemies” 
of the United States. The film raises many 
questions as to whom his real enemies were.

JFK: A President Betrayed offers a poignant look 
at the 35th president’s desperate, solitary struggle 
to mitigate armed conflict and makes clear the 
extent to which he risked political capital – and, 
ultimately, his life – to pull the world back from 
the brink of war and possible nuclear annihilation.  
Featuring new, probing interviews with advisors to 
Kennedy and Khrushchev, JFK: A President 
Betrayed is a meticulously well-researched portrait 
of a president who refused the counsel of 
powerful, hawkish government officials advocating 
for, among other things, a U.S. nuclear strike 
against the Soviet Union. Instead, Kennedy 
learned to trust his gut - instincts forged by the 
considerable suffering he experienced during the 
Second World War, and tested by the early crises 
of his administration.

50 words
JFK: A President Betrayed uncovers 
new evidence revealing how President 
Kennedy was determined to get out 
of Vietnam, open negotiations with 
Fidel Castro and forge peaceful relations 
with the Soviets. Demonstrating how 
government officials subverted Kennedy’s 
efforts, the film considers how the world 
might be different had he lived.

125 words
To this day, the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy remains among the 
most controversial mysteries of the 20th 
century.  But even more compelling, are 
the bold actions he took that provoked 
extreme resentment from his own top 
military advisors. Narrated by Academy 
Award winner Morgan Freeman, JFK: 
A President Betrayed  uncovers new 
evidence that reveals how John F. 
Kennedy reversed years of entrenched 
United States government policy to 
embark on secret back-channel peace 
efforts with Nikita Khrushchev, Fidel 
Castro and other sworn American 
enemies. The film brings to light how 
President Kennedy was subverted by top 
US officials and considers how the world 
might be different had he lived. 
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a s t o n i s H i n G  K e n n e d y  d e ta i l s  r e V e a l e d
JFK sought a dialogue with Fidel Castro - In November of 1963, President Kennedy 
asked French journalist Jean Daniel to communicate a personal message to Fidel Castro: 
Kennedy was open to pursuing talks with the Cuban dictator. Daniel presented that message 
to Fidel Castro on November 22. It was the latest in a series of secret efforts to open a dialogue 
between the two leaders. When an aide entered the room and told Castro of Kennedy’s 
assassination, he turned to Jean Daniel and said, “There goes your mission of peace.” 
Jean Daniel (featured), who lives in France, has given a few interviews over the years about his 
meeting with Castro. (He is currently unavailable due to health considerations) Peter Kornbluh, 
Senior Analyst at the National Security Archives in Washington, DC (featured) unearthed secret 
documents at the Kennedy library in the late 1990s, which prove JFK was pursuing a dialogue 
with the Cuban dictator and is well-versed in the Daniel story.  

JFK wanted to pursue a negotiated settlement in South Vietnam - In 1961, U.S. 
Ambassador to India, John Kenneth Galbraith sent a letter to President Kennedy informing him 
that the North Vietnamese were interested in negotiating a settlement in South Vietnam and 
suggesting that the United States pursue a mutual de-escalation of forces (His letter is featured 
in the book Letters to Kennedy). Receiving Galbraith’s letter, President Kennedy instructed 
Averell Harriman at the State Department to tell Galbraith to begin these efforts. However, as 
revealed in the book Perils of Dominance, by author Gareth Porter (featured), Harriman changed 
the meaning of President’s instructions and later squashed the communication altogether. 
Galbraith never received Kennedy’s instructions. In JFK: A President Betrayed, we join Porter in 
the Library of Congress to see Harriman’s paper-trail. Additionally, James Galbraith, (featured), 
son of John Kenneth Galbraith, and William Vanden Heuvel, (featured), a former Assistant 
Counsel to Attorney General Robert Kennedy who had worked in the U.S. embassy in Bangkok 
in the 1950s, attest to JFK’s determination to avoid sending combat troops to South Vietnam.

JFK was presented with a plan for a nuclear attack - In 1961, President Kennedy 
attended a top-secret meeting in which a plan for a surprise nuclear attack against the Soviet 
Union was presented. Though various government officials vaguely alluded to the meeting in 
subsequent memoirs, no official record of its content was found until 1991, when James Gal-
braith (featured), Chair of the LBJ School of Public Affairs unearthed the “Burris Memorandum” 
at the Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library with his students. Burris, a military aide to the 
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Vice President, had attended the meeting on Johnson’s behalf. Halfway through the presentation, 
Kennedy walked out saying, “And we call ourselves the human race!” Commenting on what 
might have happened had the plan been implemented, Galbraith said, “It’s very hard to imagine 
that any significant organized human society would have survived.”

JFK sent secret communications to Nikita Khrushchev through journalist, 
Norman Cousins - In 1962 and 1963, journalist Norman Cousins met with Soviet Premier    
Nikita Khrushchev in the Soviet Union. On both occasions, he carried messages from Kennedy 
saying that no one in the United States was more serious than he in resolving differences be-
tween the two superpowers. On his second visit, Cousins brought two of his daughters, Andrea 
and Candis. On this occasion, Khrushchev and Cousins (acting as Kennedy’s citizen representa-
tive) laid the ground work for what would become the limited nuclear test ban treaty between 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union. These episodes were related in Cousins’ book The Improbable 
Triumvirate, and related on film by Candis Cousins Kerns (featured), Andrea Cousins (featured), 
and Robert Schlesinger (featured), who is the son of Kennedy Special Assistant Arthur Schlesing-
er Jr. The photographs from that trip, which are presented in the film, have never been pub-
lished or seen on film. The documentary also reveals Norman Cousins’ role in prompting what 
was arguably JFK’s most important speech - the American University Address.

Adviser to Kennedy mocked the President behind his back - Following WWII, one 
of the most powerful men in the U.S. government was Secretary of State Dean Acheson, who 
played a significant role shaping the U.S. containment policy towards the Soviet Union. When 
John F. Kennedy came to office in 1961, he asked the elder statesman to come back into service 
and advise him on the brewing crisis in Berlin. Acheson believed the Soviets only understood 
strength and advocated for taking a hard line. As related by Evan Thomas (featured) and 
Frederick Kempe (featured), he submitted a plan to Kennedy that suggested the United States 
prepare itself right up to the edge of war. Kempe describes Acheson and these details in great 
length in his book Berlin: 1961 as does Thomas in his book The Wise Men. When Kennedy 
opted for a different policy and allowed the East Germans to build the Berlin Wall, Acheson was 
furious. Instead of supporting the president’s decision, this elder statesman of the Democratic 
party mocked Kennedy behind his back and said to colleagues, “Gentlemen, you might as well 
face it – this nation is without leadership.”

a s t o n i s H i n G  K e n n e d y  d e ta i l s  r e V e a l e d
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J F K :  A  P r e s i d e n t  B e t r Ay e d  f e at u r e d 
i n t e r V i e w s (In order as first seen in 91 min. version of film)

James Galbraith, Lloyd M. Bentsen Jr. Chair in Government & 
Business Relations and Professor of Government, Univ. of Texas at 
Austin. Son of John Kenneth Galbraith, Ambassador to India and 
Advisor during John F. Kennedy’s administration 

Warren Kozak, Author LeMay The Life And Wars of General Curtis 
LeMay  

Frederick Kempe, Former Senior Editor of the Wall Street Journal 
and Author of Berlin 1961: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and the Most 
Dangerous Place on Earth 

Dan Fenn, Special Assistant to President Kennedy and the first 
director of the Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 

Ambassador William Vanden Heuvel, Special Assistant to Robert 
Kennedy, author of On His Own: Robert F. Kennedy, 1964–1968 and 
former U.S. Ambassador to the European offices of the UN and 
U.S. Deputy Ambassador to the UN 

Nancy Dutton, Assistant to John F. Kennedy’s Secretary of the 
Cabinet. One of the youngest secretaries on staff at the Kennedy 
White House and wife of the late Fred Dutton, Special Assistant to 
John F. Kennedy.

Tazewell T. Shepard Jr., Naval Aid to President Kennedy, two-star 
Navy rear admiral and author of John F. Kennedy, Man of the Sea. 
Awarded the Navy Cross for heroism in World War II, died June 21, 
2013 at a rehabilitation center in Huntsville, Ala. He was 92. 

lee C. White, Asst. Special Counsel to President Kennedy

Robert Schlesinger Jr., Author of White House Ghosts: Presidents 
and Their Speechwriters. Managing Editor of Opinion at U.S. News 
and World Reports and son of Kennedy advisor and historian 
Arthur Schlesinger

Sid Davis, Former Kennedy White House Correspondent for NBC 
News and Westinghouse Broadcasting 

Sergei Khrushchev, Senior Fellow at Brown University, author of 
Memoirs of Nikita Khrushchev and son of Nikita Khrushchev. 

Günter Bischof, Professor of History, University of New Orleans, 
recipient of The Gordon “Nick” Mueller International Leadership 
Medallion in 2013 and editor of The Vienna Summit and Its 
Importance in International History

Thomas Hughes, Former State Department Director, Bureau of 
Intelligence and Research during the Kennedy administration. 
From 1971 Hughes was President of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace.

Viktor Sukhodrev, Interpreter for Nikita Khrushchev and first 
laureate of the national “Interpreter of the Year” award

evan Thomas, Professor Princeton University, award-winning 
Assistant Managing Editor at Newsweek magazine and author of 
six books including Robert Kennedy: His Life and The Wise Men: 
Six Friends and the World They Made

Gareth Porter, Investigative journalist and author of Perils of 
Dominance: Imbalance of Power and the Road to War in Vietnam, 
an analysis of how and why the United States went to war in 
Vietnam. He was the 2012 winner of the Martha Gellhorn Prize for 
Journalism, which is awarded annually by the Frontline Club in 
London to acknowledge reporting that exposes propaganda.

General William Smith, Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. When General Maxwell Taylor became Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1962, Smith worked in a dual capacity as 
an assistant to the Chairman, and as a staff member on the Nation-
al Security Council under McGeorge Bundy. 

Peter Kornbluh, Author and Senior Analyst, National Security 
Archive, where he currently directs the Archive’s Cuba and Chile 
Documentation Projects

Barbara Stetzl-marx, Deputy Director, Ludwig Boltzman Institute, 
Austria

Alexander Akalovsky, Russian language interpreter for John 
F. Kennedy and State Dept. Arms Control and Disarmament Asst. 
Political Chief

Jörg Hildebrandt, Resident, East Berlin and first-hand 
witness to the building of the Berlin Wall

manfred Wilke, Former Professor, University of Berlin

michael Dobbs, Journalist and former reporter for the Washington 
Post and author of One Minute to Midnight Kennedy, Khrushchev, 
and Castro on the Brink of Nuclear War

Viktor Yesin, Russian Deputy Commander of Nuclear Missiles 
(Lieutenant while deployed to Cuba during Missile Crisis in 1962)

Candis Cousins Kerns, Daughter of journalist and peace activist, 
Norman Cousins

Andrea Cousins, Daughter of journalist and peace activist, 
Norman Cousins
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d i r e c t o r ’ s  s tat e m e n t
In 2010, when producer Darin Nellis and I began research for JFK: A President Betrayed, 
we wanted to investigate Kennedy’s record in foreign policy to see how far he deviated from the 
Cold War script, which insisted that the Communists were our mortal enemies, and the only way 
to deal with them was through the threat of military force. 

Specifically, we were curious to what degree President Kennedy, in his efforts for peace abroad, 
provoked adversaries in the United States to view him as a threat to national security. Did President 
Kennedy possess the forethought to understand the possible dangers?

We were eager to uncover something new in the record. We soon found out that many 
important details had been hiding in plain sight for decades. 

Through the work of authors like John Kenneth Galbraith, Norman Cousins, Gareth Porter and 
Peter Kornbluh, we discovered lost episodes of Kennedy’s presidency – details that demonstrated 
JFK’s commitment to peace was much greater than people realized. For instance, who knew 
Kennedy was interested in pursuing a negotiated settlement in Vietnam? Who knew JFK was 
willing to speak with Fidel Castro? In these moments and others, the President displayed a 
remarkable ability to empathize with his enemies; to put himself in their shoes. The most famous 
example was the Cuban Missile Crisis, when Kennedy, together with Nikita Khrushchev, 
circumvented a dangerous nuclear confrontation.

Thanks to the firsthand recollections of people like Dan Fenn, Thomas Hughes and William 
Vanden Heuvel, we were able to uncover a substantive portrait of President Kennedy that helps 
explain his actions, why he had so many enemies, and why his assassination in Dallas was so 
impactful. We believe audiences will appreciate these new details and likely come to see 
President Kennedy differently after watching the film, just as we did when we were making it.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the peace activist and Buddhist philosopher Dr. Daisaku 
Ikeda, whose writings on President Kennedy inspired our efforts to make this film, and to share 
it particularly with young adults who will shoulder the future.
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August, 2010 – Agora Productions begins research for an 
upcoming documentary on President John F. Kennedy. During 
the following two years, Agora personnel, Cory Taylor, Darin Nellis 
and Carlos Granados, read over 50 books and publications and 
see dozens of films on JFK and his era.

February 7, 2012 – Agora completes a story bible for its upcoming 
JFK documentary. The story bible specifies the historical episodes to 
be investigated and identifies a wish list of experts and eyewitnesses 
to be interviewed for the film.

march, 2012 – The “JFK project” receives funding from generous 
donors. A crew is hired. Efforts begin to secure interviews from the 
wish list.

April 26-30, 2012 – Production begins. The Agora team travels 
to Washington DC to interview Robert Schlesinger and Michael 
Dobbs: Schlesinger is the son of Arthur Schlesinger Jr., former 
special assistant to President Kennedy, and the author of White 
House Ghosts. Dobbs is an expert on the Cuban Missile Crisis 
who wrote One Minute to Midnight.

may 10-17, 2012 – the Agora team travels across the country 
to interview James Galbraith, son of John Kenneth Galbraith 
in Austin, TX. Galbraith has detailed knowledge of his father’s 
relationship with Kennedy and has also uncovered significant 
declassified documents on U.S. nuclear strategy in the early 1960s. 
Next in Providence, RI, Agora interviews Sergei Khrushchev, son 
and confidant of Nikita Khrushchev and noted historian and author 
of Soviet history. In the Washington DC area, the Agora team 
interviews prize-winning authors Evan Thomas, Gareth Porter and 
former State Department official and Kennedy appointee Thomas 
Hughes. Agora also films at JFK’s grave-site in Arlington cemetery. 
The trip concludes in New York, where Agora interviews Warren 
Kozak, biographer of General Curtis LeMay.

may 25-30, 2012 – International Production – the Agora team 
travels to Russia. Just outside of Moscow, Agora interviews former 
Khrushchev interpreter Viktor Sukhodrev at his Russian dacha. 
During the interview, Sukhodrev speaks with no trace of a Russian 
accent and Producer Darin Nellis, and Director Cory Taylor, can’t 
believe their ears. When Sukhodrev refers to “my leader,” they 
have to remember he’s speaking about Khrushchev and not JFK. 

While in Moscow the production team also interviews former 
Soviet nuclear weapons engineer Viktor Yesin, who was in Cuba 
during the Missile Crisis, and two Russian historians. At the 
Moscow Novodevichy cemetery, Agora films Sergei Khrushchev 
and entourage visiting Nikita Khrushchev’s grave. 

may 31 – June 2, 2012 – International Production – the Agora 
team travels to Germany. In Berlin, the team interviews several 

German and Austrian historians as well as two eyewitnesses to 
the building of the Berlin Wall. Rainer Eppelmann and Jörg 
Hildebrandt recall what it was like to be separated from family 
members when the wall went up, and how they elected to stay in 
East Berlin.

June 3-6, 2012 – International Production – the Agora team 
travels to Austria. In Vienna, Agora films at the U.S. ambassador’s 
residence and the former Soviet embassy – locations where the 
Vienna Summit between Khrushchev and Kennedy was staged. 
Agora also interviews professor Günter Bischof, an expert on the 
subject.

June 22-23, 2012 – the Agora team travels to Oakland, CA. and 
interviews Candis Cousins who accompanied her father to Russia 
to meet with Nikita Khrushchev in 1963. At the time, her father 
Norman Cousins was carrying a secret message for the Soviet 
Premier from President Kennedy.

August 15-23, 2012 – the Agora team travels back to the East 
Coast. In Boston, Agora interviews former assistant to President 
Kennedy, Dan Fenn, and former assistant Defense Secretary to 
President Johnson, Francis Bator. In the Washington DC area, 
Agora interviews former assistant to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General William Smith, former White House 
secretary Nancy Dutton (the youngest secretary on JFK’s staff), 
former assistant Special Counsel to the President, Lee White, and 
an American University graduate who attended JFK’s American 
University Address, Faith Kirk. Additionally, Agora films inside the 
Library of Congress where author Gareth Porter uncovers a paper 
trail demonstrating how Averell Harriman subverted President 
Kennedy’s instructions to pursue a diplomatic channel with North 
Vietnam.

September 10-14, 2012 – the Agora team returns to the East 
Coast. In New York, Agora interviews former Special Assistant to 
Attorney General Robert Kennedy, William Vanden Heuvel. 
In Washington DC, Agora interviews former White House 
correspondent Sid Davis, former Naval aide to President Kennedy, 
Tazewell Shepard, and former Kennedy translator, Alex Akalovsky. 
[Mr. Akalovsky translated for JFK at the Vienna Summit opposite 
Nikita Khrushchev and Viktor Sukhodrev. During that historic 
encounter, there were times when Akalovsky and Sukhodrev were 
the only other people in the room with the two leaders. Initially, 
in the Spring of 2012, Mr. Akalovsky had refused an on-camera 
interview with Agora Productions. However, after hearing of Viktor 
Sukhodrev’s interview in Moscow, Mr. Akalovsky agreed to present 
his perspective on camera for the film.]

September 26-28, 2012 – the Agora team interviews author 
Frederick Kempe, who wrote the best selling book, Berlin: 1961.

p r o d u c t i o n  n o t e s / t i m e l i n e
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october 26-27, 2012 – the Agora team films a follow-up interview 
with Candis and Andrea Cousins in Oakland, CA.

November, 2012 – Post Production begins. Agora hires a clearance 
supervisor. Process of selecting archive footage and photos for the 
film is set into motion. Film editing begins.

February-march, 2013 – Agora solicits notes and feedback on 
various cuts from senior advisers. Agora also conducts blind 
screenings for feedback.

April, 2013 – Agora locks picture.

may, 2013 – The Agora team travels to Mississippi to record 
narration for the film with Academy Award Winner Morgan Freeman.

may 28, 2013 – Post Production is completed for the feature-length 
version of JFK: A President Betrayed

p r o d u c t i o n  n o t e s / t i m e l i n e  ( c o n t ’ d )
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wHy tHis  f ilm is  releVant
We live in a polarized world. At a time when government gridlock, economic uncertainty  and 
the threat of ethnic and religious violence have many people feeling fearful about their future; 
when the lack of positive role models in government has prompted younger generations to 
dismiss politics as a waste of time, a re-examination of John F. Kennedy’s leadership during his 
presidency provides reason for hope.
 
War and violence are so common in our time that many believe they are unavoidable: Nations 
resort to violence; the individual is powerless to do anything about it and peace seems impossible.
 
In his famous American University speech in 1963, Kennedy disagreed, saying this was, “. . . a 
dangerous, defeatist belief. It leads to the conclusion that war is inevitable, that mankind is 
doomed. . . We need not accept that view. Our problems are man-made, therefore they can be 
solved by man.”
 
How many world leaders today have the conviction, broadmindedness and courage that JFK had?
 
John F. Kennedy overcame seemingly impossible divides during his presidency. Inside his 
administration, he actively sought out diverse and even contrary opinions before making policy 
decisions. Moreover, he took responsibility for his failures.
 
At the height of the Cold War, he endeavored to forge peaceful relations with America’s sworn 
enemies through dialogue. Even when his own people obstructed these efforts, he pressed 
forward, using back channels to reach out to his adversaries.
 
In crisis, he was cool-headed. In victory, he was humble. And, to the end, he continued to 
believe in the ability of one person to change the destiny of humanity, starting with himself.

President Kennedy’s self-confidence inspired millions of Americans to believe in the greater good. 
His belief in a world where people of opposing ideologies can coexist without the threat of war 
inspires hope that the antagonisms, which continue to plague humanity, can be surmounted. Now, 
more than ever, an examination of the courage and wisdom that informed President Kennedy’s 
decisions, presents an opportunity for each of us to find our own voice, take action, and make a 
difference.    
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t H o s e  w H o  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r
Even fifty years on, people all over the world who were alive in 1963, can still recall where they 
were, and what they were doing, when President Kennedy was assassinated. How did John F. 
Kennedy come to represent the hopes and idealism of so many people? In JFK: A President 
Betrayed, a new documentary narrated by Morgan Freeman, we shine a light on President 
Kennedy’s behind-the-scenes struggles to avert thermonuclear war and create friendships with 
America’s sworn enemies abroad.  New details culled from classified documents, and interviews 
with officials and relatives who were part of this fascinating history, reveal JFK’s secret attempt 
to dialogue with Fidel Castro; to find a diplomatic solution in Vietnam only to be subverted by 
State Department officials; and how the President refused the counsel of powerful, hawkish 
government officials who advocated, among other things, for a nuclear first strike against the 
Soviet Union. What emerges is a substantive portrait of President Kennedy that helps explain 
why his assassination in Dallas was so impactful and who his real enemies were.

a  n e w  G e n e r at i o n
The digital age has fostered a generation more aware of the world and its social issues, 
but how much has the digital age helped young people to solve the most pressing issues of 
our time? Using Tumblr or Facebook to bring awareness to the inefficiency of congress or the 
polarization of the political system is only part of the process for creating positive change. 
Acquiring meaningful solutions involves taking initiative to confront these obstacles head-on, 
even when it seems most difficult.
 
JFK: A President Betrayed illustrates the manner in which President Kennedy devoted himself 
to finding solutions amid tense US-Soviet relations and intractable disagreements within his 
own administration. The documentary explains his unconventional approach to arrive at 
agreements with Fidel Castro, Nikita Khrushchev and others. Kennedy’s determination to both 
understand and empathize with his adversaries provides an essential perspective for any young 
person, particularly those interested in a life of civic and public service.
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b i o G r a p H i e s
morgan Freeman (Narrator)
Academy Award-winning actor Morgan is one of the most recognizable figures and voices in 
the world. In 1996, he co-founded Revelations Entertainment with a mission to produce films that 
enlighten, express heart and glorify the human experience. Revelation credits include Bopha!, 
Invictus and the co-production with Rob Reiner’s Castle Rock, The Magic of Bell Isle and Life Itself, 
which is currently in production. 

Freeman won the Academy Award in 2005 for Best Supporting Actor (Million Dollar Baby.) In 1990 
he received the Golden Globe for Best Actor (Driving Miss Daisy). Freeman also received an 
Academy Award nomination in 1987 for Best Supporting Actor for Street Smart and in 1994 for Best 
Actor for The Shawshank Redemption.

In 2010 Freeman won the National Board of Review Award for Best Actor for his performance as 
Nelson Mandela in the acclaimed film Invictus. He also received an Academy Award nomination, a 
Golden Globe nomination and a Broadcast Critics Association nomination. Freeman was honored 
with the Cecil B. DeMille Award at the 2011 Golden Globe Award. That same year, Freeman 
received the 39th AFI Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Freeman recently starred in the third installment of Christopher Nolan’s Batman film series 
The Dark Knight Rises, Summit Entertainment’s heist film Now You See Me, and Universal 
Pictures’ sci-fi actioner alongside Tom Cruise in Oblivion. 

Freeman’s upcoming projects include CBS Films’ comedy Last Vegas, Millennium Film’s action 
thriller Olympus Has Fallen, and he will be lending his voice to Warner Bros.’ live-action/animated 
LEGO: The Piece of Resistance, based on the popular children’s toy.

Cory Taylor (Director/Executive Producer)
Taylor is a primetime Emmy Award-winning filmmaker with more than twenty years of experience 
in documentaries.  His most recent independent film, The Power of the Powerless (2009), narrated 
by Jeremy Irons, documents the dissident struggle, which led to 1989’s Velvet Revolution in 
Czechoslovakia. Through Taylor’s efforts, and in conjunction with several human rights organizations, 
the film was smuggled into various Arab-Spring countries, as well as Burma and Cuba, and shown 
to democracy advocates in underground screenings. Powerless was also broadcast in thirty 
countries and screened at twenty-six film festivals where it won multiple awards. Taylor’s short film 
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Another Way of Seeing Things (2004), examines the subject of accurate reporting and tolerance in 
the media and won awards at the Columbus and Tiburon Film Festivals. In 2002, his award-winning 
film, A Quiet Revolution, narrated by Meryl Streep and featuring Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Wangari Maathai, portrayed the successful efforts of ordinary citizens combating deforestation, 
drought and environmental poisoning in Africa, Europe and Asia.  Screened in fifty countries, 
A Quiet Revolution was also translated into multiple languages, and brought to remote villages 
on mobile movie screens. Taylor’s television work has been featured on PBS, the History Channel, 
Nat Geo, and the Discovery Channel. He received his BA from UCLA in Theater, Film 
and Television.

Darin Nellis, MBA (Producer/Executive Producer) 
Nellis, Agora’s executive producer and business manager, has twenty five years of experience 
working in business and nonprofit management in the U.S. and Africa. Nellis produced The Power 
of the Powerless (2009) and also spearheaded the development of an associated curriculum for 
high school and college students, which is currently being utilized by many universities around the 
world, including Stanford, Harvard and Duke. His experience as a former Community Development 
Agent in Mauritania for the U.S. Peace Corps nurtured his appreciation for globalism, a sensitivity 
he brings to all the projects he produces for Agora. Nellis’ private sector positions have included 
Managing Director for the Eurasian distribution company Power Quality Holdings and Director of 
Marketing and Sales for Nanotech Industries and Hybrid Coating Technologies. Non-profit and 
public posts have included Community Development Officer at The United Way, Loyola Marymount 
Peace Corps Fellows and Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator for the American Oceans Campaign. 
Nellis received his BA from UCLA in International Relations and an MBA from Loyola Marymount 
University.

Nicole Corbin, (Producer) 
Corbin’s first independent documentary, 13 Families: Life After Columbine (2010), was a personal 
look at the emotional road from loss and grief to healing, hope and inspiration for the thirteen families 
whose children were murdered at Columbine. Inspired in part by Corbin’s passion for children and 
the eradication of teen violence, the film enjoyed a long theatrical run in Colorado and was screened 
at multiple film festivals. After a decade of producing news for NBC, CBS, and ABC, Corbin went on 
to work in new media for Sony and Columbia Tri-Star Television division, where she developed 
interactive programming. With a commitment to journalistic integrity acquired through her years 
producing network news, Corbin currently produces television content, both long-form documentary 
and other non-scripted programming, for multiple networks, including Discovery, MSBNC, TLC, 
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History Channel and A&E. She graduated with degrees in Broadcast Journalism and Political 
Science. 

Alexandra Ryan (Creative Consultant)
Alexandra Ryan is two-time Emmy nominated producer who had been producing with 
Sopranos actor James Gandolfini until his untimely passing in June 2013. In 2012, Hemingway and 
Gellhorn (starring Academy Award Winner Nicole Kidman and Clive Owen) premiered at the 
Cannes Film Festival and earned a total of fifteen Emmy nominations.  It was HBO’s most 
nominated show of 2012 and earned Golden Globe nominations as well as SAG, DGA and WGA.

Together James and Alex also produced HBO’s Alive Day Memories: Home from Iraq, which 
garnered several awards including an Emmy nomination and the very first TV Academy’s Television 
with a Conscience honor. In a follow up to Alive Day, Wartorn 1861-2010 (earned another 
Academy Television with a Conscience Honor) examined the emotional cost of war and Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder.  Alex is currently developing a bio-pic comedy for HBO Films and 
Steve Carell’s Carousel Productions. 

lionel  Friedberg (Production Consultant)
Recipient of a Primetime Emmy, a National Emmy, the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science ‘Westinghouse’ Award for Science Programming, three Columbus and three Golden 
Eagles for Best Documentaries. He has worked for over 30 years supervising, producing, writing 
and directing documentaries, reality, investigative and educational programs and has 18 feature 
film credits as Director of Photography.

James T. Sale (Composer)
James T. Sale is an accomplished composer and orchestrator for Film and TV with 19 years 
of experience including scores for The Haunting of Molly Hartley and Music Within. He also 
orchestrates and conducts music for Mark Mothersbaugh (Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 
1 & 2, Hotel Transylvania, Last Vegas) and for numerous award-winning video games.
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a G o r a  p r o d u c t i o n s
Agora Productions is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization incorporated in the State of California, 
USA, with a mission to promote humane values, enhance critical thinking skills and expose people, 
particularly young adults, to positive role models through film, art and educational materials. 

Among Agora Productions successful projects is a film and companion curriculum entitled 
The Power of the Powerless (TPOP) which details the inspiring story of Vaclav Havel and 
Czechoslovakia’s nonviolent Velvet Revolution. Narrated by Academy Award winner, Jeremy Irons, 
TPOP was screened in select U.S. theaters, seen in 30 countries on TV networks such as NHK-Japan, 
ABC-Australia and Histoire-France, screened at 26 international film festivals, won multiple awards 
and is currently being used by several global human rights organizations. In addition, over 200 
educational institutions including Stanford, Harvard, Rice, and Brown Universities are using the film’s 
companion curriculum.  

For more information on The Power of the Powerless go to www.thepowerofthepowerless.org.
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Post Production Facility  Alpha Dogs, Inc.
General Manager   Paul De Cham
Colorist    Sean Stack
Audio Re-Mixer   Curtis Fritsch
Translators   Michael Coster
    Michael Beckelhimer
    Veronique Courtois
    Cyril Jay-Rayon
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    Sonia Gonzalez
    Tom Chu
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Archive Photos   TASS
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Written & directed by  Cory Taylor
Executive Producers  Darin Nellis
    Cory Taylor
Produced by   Darin Nellis
    Nicole Corbin 
    Michael Gittelson
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Narrated by   Morgan Freeman
Music by    James T. Sale
Creative Consultant   Alex Ryan
Production Advisor   Shinji Ishibashi
Production Consultants  Walter Murch
    Lionel Friedberg
    Mitch Rosa
    Jeff Ourvan
    David Linstrom
Photographed by   Richard Chisholm
    David Linstrom
    Cory Taylor
Sound Recordists   Max Gittelson
    Dwayne Dell
    Johnathan Cohen
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        Moscow Unit
Coordinating Producer  Michael Beckelhimer
Field Producers   Zamir Gotta
    Katya Gotta
Gaffer    Ali Yakubov
Driver    Nickolay Lavut

Research    Cory Taylor
    Darin Nellis 
    Carlos Granados
Research Consultants  Günter Bischof
    Peter Kornbluh
Clearance Supervisor  Cheryl Johnson
Archive Footage Research  Cheryl Johnson
    Nicole Corbin
    Absolutely Archives
Edited by    Cory Taylor
Graphics by   Tom Chu
    Ryan Nellis
    Susan Tom-Nellis
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  The Producers wish to thank
Declan Murphy   Richard Chisholm
Nancy Hogan Dutton   Berlin Wall Memorial
Dr. Maria Nooke   Hannah Berger
U.S. Ambassador’s Residence, Vienna Jo Ann Martinez
Verena Blum   Ludwig Boltzmann Institute
Stefan Karner   Peter Ruggenthaler
Rainer Eppelmann   Francis Bator
Vladimir Pechatinov   Mikhail Prozumenshikov
Filsova Lapisa   Semen Aeperovich
Violentina Golenla   Gerhard Wettig
Jill Shively    Jim Tusty
Jeannie Olander & Adam Colson Beth Lamure & Avi Eschenasy
Albert & Julie Torres   David Linstrom
Library of Congress   John Earl Haynes, PhD
William Taylor   Danielle Hunt
Michael Dobbs   Robert Schlesinger
James Galbraith   Sergei Khrushchev
Evan Thomas   Gareth Porter
Thomas Hughes   Warren Kozak
Barbara Stetzl-Marx   Jörg Hildebrandt
Ret. CDR Viktor Yesin   Viktor Sukhodrev
Candis Cousins Kerns  Andrea Cousins
Dan Fenn    Ret. Gen William Y. Smith
Lee White    Jeff Ourvan
William Vanden Heuvel  Frederick Kempe
Alex Akalovsky   Sid Davis
Ret. RADM Tazewell Shepard  Liam Taylor
Siena Nellis

  Special Thanks
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c r e d i t s

 Some scenes portrayed in this film were recreated to ensure clarity of storytelling.
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